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Setting up the application to use an ODBC-
Compliant database 

 

Introduction 
The first part of this document explains how to migrate the schedule information from 
the local file (where it is stored by default) to an ODBC-compliant database.   

The second part explains how to set up multiple copies of the application to share the 
database created above. 

The document provides information, instructions and screenshots referring to 
Microsoft SQL Server.  Please make the relevant changes when using a different 
Database server e.g. Oracle. 

In this document “the application” refers to the ChristianSteven scheduling 
application you are using. 

This is a highly technical process.  ChristianSteven Software does not provide 
technical support for SQL Server or any other ODBC-compliant database.  Please 
ensure that the process is performed only by personnel who are fully qualified in the 
administration and maintenance of your database and data infrastructure. 

Please read the entire document before beginning the process. 
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Part1:  Migrating your existing schedules 
By default your schedule information will be stored in a local file.  Before you can share this 
information with other installations you must migrate the schedule data to your ODBC-compliant 
database.  This section explains how this is done.  There are other ways in which the same results may 
be achieved, however this section details is our recommended method. 

Preparing the database  
 

 
Start by creating a new database.  Use SQL Server Enterprise Manager, SQL Server 
Management Studio or the database management tool that comes with your database.  
The example database above is called “MyExample”. 

 
 
Set up a new login as shown above. 
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The example login has been named “CRDUser”.   

- Give the login a password.   

- The login must be set up using SQL authentication.   

- Ensure that the Default database is set to the database you created 
(“MyExample”) as shown above. 
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Give the login sysadmin rights as shown above. 
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Map the login to the “MyExample” database and ensure that it has db_owner rights 
for the database. 

The database and the login are now set up. 
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Preparing the Application PC  
On the PC where the scheduling application is installed you will now need to set up a 
SYSTEM ODBC DSN connecting to MyExample and using CRDUser as the login. 

Start by going to Windows Control Panel->Administrative tools-
>Datasources(ODBC).   

- Click on the System tab and click Add.   

- Select the database type you require (in our example this will be a SQL 
Server) 

 

 
Enter a name for the DSN and select the server where the database is stored as shown 
above. Click Next. 
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Select SQL Server authentication and enter the LoginID and password for the login 
we created previously.  Continue the process to complete the setup of the DSN. 
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Migrating your schedule database to the new databas e 
 

 
 
In the scheduling application, go to System->Migrate to SQL Server/ODBC 

- Follow wizard and ensure you select the DSN you set up previously.   

- Enter the login details where prompted. 

When the process is completed, the application will restart. The application will now 
be using the ODBC database.  

Note:  The ODBC information is stored in the application and it will log into the database 
automatically.  If you change the login credentials or wish to use a different login, go to System-
>Update ODBC Login info.  Here you can select a different DSN or update the login credentials.  You 
must restart the application for the changes to take effect. 
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Part 2:  Sharing the database with other installati ons 
This section explains how to get another installation of the scheduling application to “join” the main 
system.   

In this section we will refer to the original installation which was migrated in Part 1 as the “server 
installation”.  We will refer to all other installations as the “client installations”. 

It is assumed that the scheduler has been enabled on the server installation and that whilst the client 
installations will be used to write and maintain schedules all automated scheduling will be performed 
by the server installation. 

Preparing the Server Installation  
In addition to sharing the database, the client installation must also share some system 
files.  To see where the shared system files are stored, go to the Server Installation and 
look in Options->System Paths. 

 

 
The above example shows 3 system paths, but the number may vary depending on the 
application you are using. 

The system paths must now be shared so that other users can access the files and 
subfolders. 

Start off by sharing the Program Files\ChristianSteven folder. 
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Ensure that specify that Everyone is given Full Control as shown above. 

If any of your system paths are in different folders to the ChristianSteven folder and 
subfolders then ensure you additionally share these folders and give everyone full 
control of them. 

Preparing the client installation  
The client installation must now be set up to join the server installation. 

·  On the client installation go to Options->System Paths.  Click the Browse button 
and connect the system paths to the corresponding paths on the server installation. 

·  On the client installation go to Options->Scheduler.  Select “No scheduling 
required” and apply settings.  You will get multiple report exports if there are 
multiple schedulers connected to the main database so it is important that you 
disable scheduling before you join the client to the main system. 

·  Create a SYSTEM ODBC DSN as shown in part 1 of this document.  Use the 
same Login that was used to migrate the database in part 1. If you use a different 
user SQL Server and other databases will simply create tables which are owned by 
the new user and these tables will not contain the schedule data you want to see.  
To avoid this, please ensure you use the same user as was used when you migrated 
the system in Part 1. 
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Connecting the client to the server  
 

 
 
On the client installation go to System->Switch->To ODBC as shown above.   

- Select the DSN you set up in the previous step.   

- Enter the credentials and click OK.  The application will close down.   

- Log back in again and you will be connected to the main database . 

Important:  Do not “Migrate” client installations.  The migration process copies all the schedules local 
to the migrating installation and overwrites the main database.  Only the server installation should be 
migrated, and migration should only be done once.  To connect to an already existing database and 
server installation you must use the “Switch” option. 


